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: I Have been Difir'd to ſqp-ſae- 


thing more concerning Apollonius 


Tyanæus hereafter mention'd 
p. 46. Thb it lies upon the Deiſts to 


Produce him, if they Dare Pitch upon him 
as an Inſtance, to which they are fairly In- | 
vited : But herein only ſbem their Mode- 


ſty ! They are. Baſhful in the Face of an 
Argument: But where a ſeſt, 4 Grin, or 


4 Laugh will carry it off, they are Un- mer- 


ciful, and Triumph Clamorouſſy. They 
have brought upon th:Stage n» Competi- 
tor to our Bleſſed Saviour, Equal to their 
Apollonius.7 herefore I Nam'd him; and 
Provol'd them but I cannot ) to bring it 


toa Tryal. For the ſake therefore of 


ſome Readers, who may not know the ſtory, 
Iwill here give this ſhort Account of him. 
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Account me have of Apollonius Tyanæu 


© Apollonius zs ſaid to haue Flouriſb' d. 


; 


| Y - - anA Cquaintance of Damis's br ought the 
 Ernpreſs Julia to the knowlege of his 


been Publiſhd, (I give it you in the 
we of Mr., Blount's, Tranſlation ) 
b- And that the Empreſs c.mmanded Philo- 
A#4tratus zo Tranſcribe thoſe Commen- 
taries, and beftow ſome pains on the 
Relations contain'd in them. What 
Hains was this? only to Tranſeribe? No, 


Fos d upon ſo great an Orator as Philo- 
ſtratus, it was the office of a Clark. But 


ien, ar leaf ofthe Empreſs,who, as Philo- 


'  ftratus tells us, was much addicted to 
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„ from Philoſtratus, who Livd a Hun- 
> © (red gears after the time in which this 


bene had Philoſtratus this? He ſays, 
=: i. row the Book of one. Damis, who had been 


i © Companionof Apollonius's. How came 
i, _  Philoſtratus H) this Book? He ſays, that 


Commentaries, which till then had not 


F, = That mas ſmall Pains, and not fit to be Im- 


<3 EE: it ſeems this Boot of Damis's was ſo | 
= Poorly wrote, as not fit to be Expos'd to | 
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Deſcription of them. 1. e 4 the Atts 
of Apollonius. Therefore the Pains that 
Philoſtratus took, hz tells us, was upon the 
Relations of Apollonius that were in the 
Commentaries of Damis: And to fie 
them for the Ear of an Empreſs, who Lo . 
Rhetorick, alias, Romancing and fine 
Stories. So that we are Hot ſure we have 
one word of the Commentaries of Damis: 
Bus this we are ſure of, That we have them 
only as they were New-Dreſt, and 
an Orator, to Pleaſe the Fan- 
cy f a Rhetorical Lady.  _ 
But, which is more, Philoſtratus do's 
not Pretend, that he Conſin'd himſelf to 
the Commentaries of Damis. For he tells 
as (ibid. J. I. c. 3.) That in Compoling 
theſe Books of his, he had Gather'd toge- 
ther the Diſpers'd Relations of Appol- 
lonius into one Volume. And names 4 
nother Author, one Mceragenes, who had 
Wrote Four Books concerning Apollo- 
nius. But he ſays, that ther is no Credit 
to be given to them. My? Becauſe 
(9s he) Mceragenes, in his Books, 


ſeemeth to be altogether Tgnorant of 


| his 
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dis (Apoloniars) Actions. It frems 
000 were not ſo Romantick, as the Som. 
mentaries of Damis, and ſo leſs fit for an 
Entertainment o the Empreſs. But 
„I they do not ſeem to be the leſs True for 
354. And Philoſtratus gives no other 
ES Reaſon again them, i. e. They were 
0ßt for his Parpoſe, which was, to Compoſe 
ſomething New and Surprizing, to 
| 6 5 Gratifie the Empreſs. 1 „ 
1 TE , Let me obſerve here, That this WAS an 
Age, wherein the Meleſiaca, or Feign'd 
ERKRomantick ſtories were much in vogue: 
Sach as Heliodorus his Ethiopicks, The 
Amours of Clitophon and Leucippe, 
Cc. Audi it is very Probable, that Philo- 
ſtratus living, as he tells, at Court, wou d 
Endeavour not to be cut of the 
r 
And indbed, if he had been to Comnoſea 
RKRomance, o have Appear'd like any thing 
e Truth, he cou'd not have Introduc'd it 
pon leſs Authority, and more Precarious 
4 Foundation, than this which he has 
g ven for his Hero, Apollonius, 
Sasa extreme Slight, that ſome very 
1 Learned Men have, not without Reaſon, 
i a Doaltel 
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Donbted mhother ever ther was ſuch a Man 
_ as this Apotlonius. Tg Oe” of 
I is true that Origen ( Contr. Cels.) 
ao*s mention him. But jo he did likewiſe 
the Recognitions of St. Clement. 
(Tom, 3. Comment. in Genes. in Phi- 
local. c. 23.) which now are taken for 
| Granted to have been wrote only in his 
Name. And it is no ſtrange thing, that 
ſome Wiſe and Learned Men may be Im- 
 po#d upon in matters of this Nature, 
Bat neither Wiſe nor Fooliſh, that 
axe Eyes in their Head, can be Im- 
pos'd apon in the Four Marks hereafter 
given p. 5. whereby to Aſcertaia the 
Truth of any Matter of Fact. And the 
Deiſts 10 Daring to bring the Mat- 
ter of Fact of Apollonius to the Teſt 
| 3 Rules: Af! that they can Poſſi- 
bly Inferr from their Legends, is, That 
Perhaps the} may be True. Whereas, 
they muſt Acknowledge, unleſs they mill 
deny the Certainty of all their Senſes, 
That the Matters of Fact of Moſes, and 
of Chriſt are Certainly, Un-dubitably, 
and Infallibly True. 
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Ather is almoſt the ſame Certainty, 
*. _. _ That thoſe of Apollonius muſt be Falſe. 
© Becauſe,asMen cannot be Impos'd upon in 
| /ach Notorious Matters of Fact: it ir 
next to the Same Impoſſibility, That they 
ſhou'd Forget them; at leaſt, ſo Soon as 


were theſe which are told of Apollonius. 
For Example, His freeing the City of 
Epheſus from the Plague. His Va- 
niſhing ot of the Preſente of Domition, 
and his Court, when He was Arrain'd 
before him. And His familiar Convers 
fy with many other Kings, and Wonders 
2, * done before them; And the Mighty Eſtee. 
1 mation, Even to Adoration, which He 
136 thereby ſaid to have Obtain'd all over 
=: the World, © 5 
Now is it Poſſible, That all this cou"d 
be ſo Totally Forgot, as that no Mention 
at all ſhowd be made of it for 10e Years 
after theſe things were ſaid to be Done? 
Inſomuch that Philoſtratus Complains, in 
the Introduction to his Legend ((. 1. c. 1.) 
That whereas Pythagoras, and other An- 
cient Philoſophers, who had Liv d Many 
Ages before, were ſtill Remember'd with 
| Great Veneration, yet that Apolloni ; 
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. who, 4s h e ſays, Came nearer to Divine 
Wiſdom than Pythagoras himſelf, is 
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not yet known among Men tho 


he Liv'd neither very Long ago, nor 
f TE 
Mas ii Poſſible That the Death of ſo 
Famous 4 Perſon ſhou'd not have been 
_ Greatly Notic'd ? And his Sepulcher 
| Honoar'd and Viſited ? Tet Philoſtratus 
tells, that ther was No Certainty of the 
Place where He Dyed : That Some ſaid 
it was at Epheſus; Some, at Rhodes; 
and Some, at Crete. And that His Se- 
pulcher coud xs where be found. To 
help this, Some beſtom d an Apotheoſis 
5 Him. And wou d have it, That 
Hie was taken up into Heaven. Bat 
did any body, fee it? No. That is not ſo 
mach as Alledg*d. Nor cou'd Philo- 
ſtratus believe it, who ſaid, that he had 
Travel'd far and near to find out His 
Sepulcher, but cou'd not Hear of it. 
And if He was ſo ang Fa- 
mous as Philoſtratus has Repreſented 
Him, cou'd Mœragenes have wrote Hlis 
Life, Aud be Altogether Ignorant of 
his Actions, as Philoſtratus has Ac- 


him? Meœragenes wrote before 
Philoftratus ; And therefore had better 
Reaſon to know. And if Philoftratus 
bad Tranſmitted to us the Commenta- _ 
Ties of Mceragenes, as well as what Helps 
be took out of thoſe' of Damis, or Fa- 
' ther'd upon him; we (howd no Doubt, 
have had à more Moderate Account 
of Apollonius ; ſince Philoſtratus do's 
Confeſs, That for that Only Reaſon he 
had rejected the Books of Mceeragenes. 
And if they were in being when he Wrote, 
he was under a Neceſſity of ſaying ſome- 
thing againſt them ¶ tho“ what he has 
faid Confirms them the more) 2 
they gave the Lie ſo Notorioufly to his 
New Romance of Apollonius. 
Hat nom, to ſumm up all, let usſup- 
poſe to the utmoſt, that all this ſaid 
Romance were True, what wou'd this 
Amount to? Only that Apollonius did 
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uch things. What then? What if he 


were ſo Vertuous 4 Perſon, as that God 
fhou'd have given him the Power to 
Work ſeveral Miracles? This wou'd no 
ways hurt the Argument that is here 
brought againſt the Deiſts : Becauſe A- 
ey p pollonius 
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pollonius ſer. up no nem Religion, nor 
did he Pretend that he was ſent with 4. 
. xy Revelation from Heaven, to intro- 
duce any New ſort of the Worſhip of 
God. So that it is of no Conſequence 
to the World, whether theſe were I rue 
or Pretended Miracles : Whether A- 
pollonius was an Honeſt Man, or 4 
Magician: Or whether ther Ever was 
ſuch a Man or not. For he left no 
Law or Goſpel behind him, to be Re- 
ceivꝰ'd upon the Credit of thoſe Miracles 
which he is ſaid to have Wrought. And 
© © therefore, if he did Work 1 uch, it is a0 
Prejudice to the Truth, either of the Law 
or the Goſpel. So that this whole Pa- 
rallel betwixt Apollonius and Chriſt, 
is altogether Impertinent ; and ſhews at 
auce the Impotence- as well as Malice. 
of thoſe who Propoſe it. 
2. This brings me from Apolloni- 
us, to his New Editor amongſt us, 
Charles Blount. For I find my ſelf ob. 
lig d to Account for what 1 have ſaid of 
him p. 46. I have been told (ſince the Firſt 
Edition of this) That it has Diſoblig d ſome 
"ri ee r 
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” Friends ( (far from my" Intention) who” 
To Relation or Acquaintance had 4 
n to the Perſon , My. Blount, 
tho not to his Principles; and think 
that I have usd him too Courlly, he 


being 4 Gentleman. 


2 1 7 
. . 
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Bat when -it is Conſi ider'd, how he hs | 


5 FTreuted our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, 


lite the Soldiers who Bow'd the Knee 


3 Him, and Spit in His Face; Who 
cry d Hail, King of the Jews! 20 Mock 


Him the more Outragiouſly. That not 


only in his Comments upon this Hiſto- 
ry of Apollonius, bat in his Great Di- 


ana, his Oracles of Reaſon, and in 
all his Works, he ſet himſelf, with his 


whole Might, to Oppoſe and Ridicule 


the Birth, Paſſion, ReſurreQion, Afſ- 


cenſion, ind if chat” is ſaid of our Chriſt 
and God in the Holy Goſpel, and all 
Reveal'd Religion; of ie 1 con 
give Inſtances out of Number, bat they 
are not fit to be heard by Chriſtian 


Ears; and it wou'd Gratify the Deiſts 
but to have them Nam d: ä 
Again conſi dering, that bis moſt Per- 


nicious * ( many of which were well 


nigh 
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ed, and Re- Printed (o the Scandal of 
a Chriſtian Country) and Diſpers'd, 
to Poiſon the Nation, I ſay, all this -—_ 
being Duly Conſider", | have no Apo- 
logy to make, for calling this man Pyx- 


o 


ecrable : Nor can I Retract or Com- 


pound 2t.,.., Seeing it is come to this, 

that either his Blaſphemous Works 
( who ſet himſelf at the Head of the 

| Deifts; and after whom they nom Copy) 


or elſe the Goſpel of Our Lord Jeſus 
_ Chriſt, nuſt Remain Execrable ! 
Mor wou'd I give better Quarter to 
the Greateſt King «pon Earth, who ſhowd 
do the Same: But, after the Example 
5 our H. Apoſtle, 1 wou'd ſay, I Do 
Jay, Let Him, or an Angel from Hea- 


| ven, who durſt thus Preſume, be Ac- 


= 8 
FM. Blount had Medl'd only with 
| he Argument, And Oppos'd what he 


cou'd, in that Method; I wowd have 
thought him Worthy of Civil Treatment; 


as I will any other of the Deiſts, who 
| ſpall Anſwer the Reaſons I have here 
ſet down. And if he can Overthrow 
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41 give me Better on his Side; J 
3 Coofel FT ſhall then be Tempted to Turn 
_— - Infidel with Him. And to this, I In- 
vite them, I Provoke them, But if 
they will not ( as ther is little Appear- 
5 ance that they will ) then, let them ne- 
dvbvier more value Themſelves «s Men of 
SGenſe, at Leaſt, Let None Others do ſo, 
"while they Refuſe to be Determin d by 
But if inſtead of Reaſon, #hey have 
Recourſe, like Mr. Blount, to their Old 
Tppick of Buffoonry, and ſbem their 
Parts n wity Satyr and orn, and 


. 


7 


Laugh ont Prieſt-Craft— for an 
Hour together ; Let them Enjoy the 
5 Fruit of their Labours, and what they 
Jah Deſerve, to be the Admira- 
tion of Fools, and Contempt of al 
5-4 wh and Good Men. And.ſo ] Leave 
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N 1 to . of the Third 
.: Inſtant, I much condole with you 
your Unhappy Circumſtances of be- 
ing placed amongſt ſuch Company; 


| where, as you ſay, yon continually, hear 


the Sacred. Scriptures, and the Hiſtories 
therein contain'd, particularly of Aoſes 


and of Chriſt, and all ReveaPd: Religion 


turn' d into Ridicule by. Men, who ſer up 


5 for Senſe and Reaſon. And they ſay, That. 


ther is no greater Ground to believe in 


Chriſt, than in Mahomet : That all theſe . 


PrebengeS:.; to Revelation are Cheats, a 
. ever 
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_ 2 ever ve ei among: 2 Zenn, «Jews, Ma- 

benen and Chriſtians: ar they are al 
anke Impoſitions of Cunning and Heſegning 
= Men, upon the Credulzi ty, at firſt, of Simple 

and Unthinking People ; till, their Num- : 
bers encreaſing, their Deluſtons grew Po- 
7 pulgr, came at laſt to be Eſtablih d * 
Lowi3* and chen the force off ducation 

and Sm gives a Byaſs to the judg- 


ments of after Ages, till ſuch  Decerrs 
come real * to be Believ'd, bein 8 receivd 


ih upon Truſt from the A fore 
5 without examining 5 
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; ay; That they only. 90 that they ne] 
have their Judgments freed from the ſla- 
viſh Authority of Precedents ald Lame, 
in Matters ef Truth, which, the 75 fay, 
tight only te be decided by en: 
=. Tho®'by'a er og ee with Po- g 
WH = — —pilarity and Lam, they preſerve them- 
_ ves" from Ouage and Legal Prnatites ,, 
for none of their Complexion: are ad. 
dited: £6 Suffermgs or” Martyr dom. BY 3113 
Now, Sir, that which you*defire' 47 
ef wer 8 ſome ſhort Topic of Regen, if 
8 en en be fdund, Whereby, withour 
4 o A. Hhovities, and the intricate | 
fares of Lear „ which breed long, Dif- 
6s, And which theſe Men of Revo deny 
Wholeſale, 8 ey can — 
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| n Tron 85 4 upon us, W. bee pi 


ute that no ſtreſs can be laid 
upon than „ tho' it cannot be neun 
Th 9 8 5 they' are ſo Cbrripted; which, 
in Reaſon,” ought to lie: upon them to 

Prove, 'who Alledge it; otherwiſe it is 
not only'a Precarions but a Guilty Pled: 
And the more, that they refrain not to 
Quote Books on their. ide, for whoſe 
Authority: ther are noi Better, or not ſo 
Good Grounds. Howeubr, you ſay) it 
makes peur Diſputesei ente, a and they 
be, away with Noiſe and Glamour, tand 
a Boaſt, ho we he! of is'hothing „ ar-ileaſt 
era t be aid: en the Gi 


nothifie” © 


find ſome Ont Topic of Neaſon which ſhould 


Demonſtrate the Trutiriof'ithe 1Chriſtia 


Religion; and at the ſame time, Diſtin- 


: und the 81d J 


un Worlds. That dur IDe: 
maybe! broth: 


Sht to this Try, and be 


ſon, che Nn Relitzom, whictiatait 
be ſuch a Proof as no Inpoſture can pbe⸗ 


tend tog eher iniſe it mor pt 
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ih it from the we, Jager ures of Mahomet, 


0 N ble e Ken dune chin Relgho, 
- kl} de icon Reaſormof® Mankindjior 
e deren n e er ect, from Foe 


ove: the 
0p 4s td We an dest unt. 


(ro 3 is not to be 
| found. 
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1 „ Br tot © 
=> an And you Kay khat you cannot: imagine 
ſt he ſuch 4 Prof, beeauſe 

Truth is in it ſelf Clear, al 3 
if 


3 "Abd therefore that One Reaſon-fi for ir, 
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% 
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it be the true Reaſon, muſt be ficient; | | 
Wo - gien, it is better t | 
13 tip! eiry-confornds, cel 5 
3 weak Judgment. ow | 
Sir, you. hare impos'd an; | | 
pon me; I wiſh I could perform it : Fo! 

= ' Every Truths is One, yet our Sighr is 
To; feeble; that we een 
— to it Diresth but JO. Taft 1 


=_ G laying of things ge er. 
8 But 1 Think t! 
= 1 a5. Jou-require; |. 
3 E will f | + üb down as Sh 
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follow, Hs: he was ſent from GOD; 


Theſe: being the ſtrongeſt Proofs we can 
deſire; and which every Deiſt will confeſs 
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he wou'd acquieſce in, if he ſaw them 3 


with his Eyes. Therefore the ſtreſs of 
this Cauſe will depend upon the e 
Cs of theſe : Matters of Fatt.” 

1. And the Method I will take, is, 
Firſt, to lay down ſuch. Rules, as tothe 
Truth of | Matters of Fatt, in General, that 

where they All meet, ſuch Matters of Fatt 
cannot be Falſe. And then, Secondly, to | 
 ſhew that all theſe Rules do meet in the 

Matters of Fact of Mo ſes, and of Chriſt ; 3 
and that they do not meet in the Aat- 
ters of Fatt of Mahomet, of the Heathen 
| Deities, or can poſſibly meet in any, In- 
_ poſture whatſoever. = 
22᷑. The Rules are theſe; ſt. That the 

ö Matter o Fact be ſuch, as that — 

outward Senſes, their Eyes and Ears, ma 
be Judges ef it. 2. That it be done Pub- 
lickly in the Face of the Mozld. 3. That 
not only Pubiſck Monuments be kept up 
in memoꝛ ot ir, but ſome outward Actions 
to be perfozmn'd. 4. That ſuch Monuments 
and ſuch Actions o2 Obſervances be Inſtitu- 
ted, and do Commence from the Time 
that * en of * was done. 
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3. „ The Tibe firſt Rules „ makeit Waben. 
pos d upon Men, at the Time when: Fe 


: Matter of Fatt was ſaid to he done; -be- f 


. caſe every Man's Eyes and-Senſes would 
gontradict it. For Example Suppoſe a- 


EY ny Man ſhou'd pretend that Veſterday he 
Divided che Thames, in preſence. of all 
the People of London, and carried the 


whole City, Men, Women, and Children, 
oyer to Southwark” on dry Land, the Wa- 
zers ſtanding like walls on both ſides : I 
fay, it is morally. impoſſible that he cou'd 
perſwade the People of London that this 


was True, when every Man, Women, and 


Child cou'd Contradict him, and ſay, That 
this was a notorious Falſhood, for that they 


had not ſeen the Thames ſo Divided, or had 


gone over on Dry Land. Therefore [take it 
for Granted, (and, I ſuppoſe, with the Al- 


--  Jowance of all the Deiſts in the ae 


that no ſuch Impoſition cou'd be 
Men, at the Time when ſuch Publick "Marte i 
of Fatt was faid to be done. 

4. Therefore it only remains that ſuch 
Matter of Fatt might be. Invented ſome 


time after, when the Men of that Ge- 
neration wherein the thing was ſaid to 


be done, are all paſt and gone; and the 


ECredulity of After-Ages might be Im- 


pos'd upon to believe that, things were 
Jong in former Ages, Ty were 


TY; 
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Matter of Fact came to be Tavented, in not 
only Monuments were ſaid to Remain of it, 


burt likewiſe that Publick Actions and Ob- 


ſervances were conſtantly us d ever ſince 
the Matter of Fact was faid to be done, 


= Deceit muſt be Detected, by no ſach 
Monuments appearing, and by the. Ex 


rience of every Man, Woman, and Child, 
who muſt know that no ſuch Achiem on 
Obſervances were ever us'd: by them. For 
Example: Suppoſe I ſhould now invent 
a Story of ſuch a thing, done a Thouſand 
Years ago, I might, » perhaps, get ſome. to 
believe it: But if I ſay, that not only ſuch 
a thing was done, but that from that 
Day to this, every Man, at the Age of 
Twelve Years, had a Joint of his Tictle 
© Finger cut off; and that every Man in 
the Nation did want a Joint of ſuch. a Fin- 
ger and that this Inſtitution was ſaid to 
be Part of the Matter of Fact done ſo 
many Years ago, and vouch'd as a Proof 
and Confirmation of it, and as having De- 
ſcended, without laterruption, and been 
conſtantly Practis d, in Memory of ſuch 
Matter of Fact, all along, from the time 
that ſuch, Matrer of Fatt was done: I ſay, 
it is impoſſible I ſhould be Beliey'd in 
uch a Caſe, becauſe every one could Con- 
EB tradict 
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5 9 On n 
| n my ek Murter 7 Fatt, 
7 = 2.4 TY ionſtrate the Fliolet to be Tale. 

— "mp et us now” come to the e 
WW: P oint, 0 es. that the Matters of Fact 
of -Moſes, and 'of Chriſt, have all theſe 
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8 Marks before mention d: and that 
. neither the Mater of Fat of Mabomet, 


or what is Reported of the Heathen-Dei- 

e, have the like; and That no. pave 

—_ -: can have them All. 

_ I. As to_Moſes, I ſuppoſe it will be- 
__ eee me, That he cou d not ke Per- 
=== ſuaded 6 ©0000. men, that he had brought. 
itihem out of Agypr, through the Red-Sea; 

ped them 40 Fears, without Bread, by 
== | Miraculous Manna, and the other Matters 

= of Fell Recorded in his Books, if they had 

i . been True. Becauſe every mansSenſes that 

3 were then alive, muſt have Contradicted 
=. And therefore he muſt have Impos d 

5 n all their SN if he cou'd have made 

A chein Believe it, when. it was Falſe, and 

= no ſuch things done. So that Here are 


adw.-- < 


_ * ** — * 
* . PK. 
= — 
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| 1 _ rhe firſt and ſecond of the above mentioned 
= - Four Marks. 
0 For the ſame Keen, it was Equally 


' Kypoſlible for him ro have made them Re- 
E. his Fve Books, as Truth; and not 
7 hore ha them, as a Manifeſt Im. 


4 Th Ppoſturg 


e 6 


| 1 
b nien told: of all hike HH ; Py - RS 
done before their Eyes, if the had not 1 
been ſd done. See low Poſitivel y he ſpeaks 
to them. Deut. xi. 2. to ver. 8. 2 | 
nom u this day : For I Jpeak not with your 8 
Children, which have not known, and which 
have not b ſeen. the Chaſtiſement of the Lord 5 
© your God, His Greatneſs, His Mighty. Hand, 
and His ſtretehed.out Arm, and His Mi- 
racles, and His Ac, whi ch He did in the 
midſt "of Egypt, unto Pharaoh the King of - 
Egypt, and unto all his Land, and what he 
did unto the Army of Egypt, unto their 
Horſes and to their Chariots, how He made 
3 water of the Red Sea to overflay them a 
 Purſued. after you, and how the Lord =; 
T hath Deſtroyed them unto this Day: And mat 
Hie did unto you in the Wilderneſs, untill 5 
came into this Place: And what He did un- 
to. Dathan and* Abiram the Sons of Eliab, _ 
the Son of Reuben, how the Earth opened ber 
Mouth, and ff wallowed. them uf, and their 
58 Houſhoulds, and their Tents, and all the SubwVvn. 
*. france that was in their ' Poſe ion, in the 2 
Midſt of all Iſrael. But your Eyes have 
ſcen All the Great Ack of the 1 = which 
f He hid. Kc. 
From hence we mult ſuppoſe i it Impoſſi- 
re ble that theſe Books of Moſes (if an Im- 
." poſture) cou'd have been Invented and 


5 ur upon the who were then Alive, 
© 0 


The utmoſt e chat even a 4 
_ can ſtretch to, is, That theſe Books 
were wrote in ſome Age after Me fe. 7 and 
put out in his Name. 
And to this 1 fay, That if it was ſo, 
it was Impoſſible that thoſe Books ſhou'd 
have been 'Receiy'd, as the Books of Mo- 
fer, in that Age wherein they may be ſup- 
Pos'd to have been firſt Invented. Why ? 
| "Becauſe they ſpeak of themſelves as De- 
liver'd by Hoſes, and kept in the Ark from 
his time. And it came to paſs when 
Moſes. had made an end of writing the 
words of this Law in'a Book, until they were 
finiſhed ;, that Moſes Com wawded the Levits 
who bare the Ar of the Covenant of the 
Tord, ing, Tale this Book of the Law, 
and put it in the ſide of the Ark of the Co- 
venant of the Lord your God, that it may be 
there for a mitneſs againſt thee. Deut. xxxi. 
24, 25, 26. And ther was a Copy of 
this Book to be left likewiſe with a 
: King. And it ſhall be, when he ſitteth 
the . Throne of his Kingdom, that he ſhall 
write him a Copy of this Lam in 4 4, | 
out of that which s is before the Prieſts the 
Levits: And it ſpall be with him, and he 
ſhall Read therein all the days of his Life : 
That he may learn to Fear the Lord his God, 
to keep all the words of this Law and theſe 
Slͤlatutes 
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19. 1 I, 


: Here you 7 +" this Book . 85 
: ſpeaks of it ſelf, not only as an Hiſtory. 


or Relation of what things were then done: 


But as the ſtanding and Municipal Lam and 
Status of the Nation of the Jem, bind- 


ing the Xing as well as the People. 


Now, in whatever Age after Moſes you 


will ſuppoſe this Book to have been Forged, 


it was Impoſſible it cou'd have been Re- 
Ceived as Truth; becauſe it was not then 
to be found either i in the 4-4, or with the 


King, or any where elſe: for when firſt 


Indented, every body muſt know, That they 


had never Heard of it before. = 
And therefore they cou'd leſs Believe it 
to be the Book of their Statutes, and the 


ſtanding Law of the Land, which they had 
all along Received, and by which they had 


been Governed, 
Cou'd any Man, now at this Day; Invent 


à Book of Statutes or Acls of Parliament for 
England, and make it paſs upon the Nation 


as the only Book Statues that ever they had 
known ? as. 1 was it for the 


Books of Moſes (if they were In- 


vented in any Age after A6ſes ) © 


to have been Receiv'd for what they De- „ | 
clare themſelves to be, viz. The Statutert. 
and Municipal Lam of the Nation of the 1 
Jews; And to have Perſuaded the Jews, ' il 
5 | that ; | 
| . = 
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1 7 5 1 Nation muſt, in an Faſtant,  Forger 


Jer former Laws and Government, if 
8 _ - they con'd Receive theſe Books, as being 


Py.” 5 . 5 8 . Former Laws. And they cou'd- not 
p otherwiſe Receive them, Becauſe they 
3 _ youch'd themſelves ſo to be. Let me 


= . .- 8k the Deiſts but this one ſhort Queſſi- 
=— > ther Ever a Book of Sham-Laws, 
which were not the Laws of the Nation, 


Pei. d upon any People, ſince the World 
1 N If not. With what face can they 
ß this of the Book of Laws of the Jem # 
Why will they ſay that of them, which 
they Confeſs Impoſſible in any Nation, or 
Among any Pet??? 
> 5 Baut they muſt be yet More Unreaſona- 
=. ble. For the Books of Moſes have a fur- 
ttther Demonſtration of their Truth, than 
= = * Even other Liw-Books have: For they. 
” _-_- not” only Contain the Laws, but give an 
orie Account of their Taftieution, and 
the Practiſe of them from that Time. 
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A s of the Paſover in memory of the 


: 1 Death of the Fſt-Born in Agypt: And 
> Num. viii. that the ſame Day, all the Frſi- Born of. ; 
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Holes which it muſt be ſup- 
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the Egyprians, being all "Horſe and Charirs, 


ſtuck in thoſe Holes; and were Entang Pa, | 
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took off their (the Epyprians ) Chariot 
"Wheels, that they Drove them Heavily: 
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"4: not worth the Anſwering. If ther had heen 


no more in this Haſſage throꝰ the Rea Sea, 
then that of a Spritz- Bec: it had been 4 
Impoſſible, for Aaaſer to have made the 

I/raclites believe that Relation given of it 


in Exodus, with amar Particolens which 


Themſelyes-Saw, to be True. ol 
And all thoſe Scriprures which Magni- 
fie this Action, and Appeal to it as a 
full Demonſtration of the Miraculous 
Power of God Muſt de Reputed as Re- 
mance or Legends II 

I fay. this, for the: ike of ſors! Chriſti- 
ans who think i it no Prejudice to the Truth 
of the Holy Bible, but rather an Advan- 
tage, as Reudring it more Eaſie to: be 
Beliey d, if they can Solve What ever 
ſeems Miraculous im it, by the Power of 


Second Cauſes: And ſd to Make all, as 
15542 ak, Naturdl, and: Eqſie. Where 
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Believe one word in all thoſe Sarred-O- 
racles. For if things be not as they are 
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and Errous either in Copy, or in Preſs. 


But where ther is no Room for ſuppo- 
ſing of theſe, as where all Copies do Agree; 
there we muſt either Receive All, or Re- 
jet All. I mean in any Book that Pretends 

to be Written from the Mouth of God. 


For in other common Hiſtories, we may 
Believe Part, and Rejett Part, as we ſee 
Cauſe. * TY e 4 | 1 A . q « 
But to Return. The Paſſage of the 1/- 
raelites over Jordan, in Memory of which 


thoſe Stones at Gilgal were ſet up, is free 


from all thoſe little Carpings before menti- 
oned that are made as to the Paſſage thro? 


the Red+Sea. . For Notice was given to the 
fraelites the Day before, of this great Mi- 


racle to be done. Joſb. iii. 5. It was done 
at Noon-day, before the whole Nation. 
And when the Waters of Jordan were Di- 


vided, it was not at any Lom-Ebb, but at 


the time when that River over-flow'd all his 


' Banks. ver. 15. And it was done, not by 
Winds, or in length of Time; which 


Winds muſt take to do it - But all on the 
Sudden, as ſoon as the Feet of the Prieſts 
that Bare the Ark were Dipped in the Brim 
of the Water. Then, The Waters which came 


down from above, ſtood and Roſe up. upon 


an Heap, very far, from the City Adam, 


that is beſide Zaretan: And thuſe that came 
down to ward the Sea of the Plain, even the 
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were lift 777 that. | 
Waters FO an Nane unto = Place, 
: ord Fo K n/a Banks ., as the fog 
| ore, And the People came up out of Jor- 
dan, My the Tenth. 25 of - oy Eſt. Month, 
and Encamped in Gilgal, on the Eaſt bor- 
der ef Jericho. And thoſe Twelve: Stones 
which they took. out of Jordan, ws Joſhua 


pitch in Gilgal. And he ſpale unto the Chil> || 


| ren of Iſrae fa no. When your Children 
ſhall. LS Fry Fae; in time _ come, ſay- - 
-ing, What mean theſe Stones? Then ſhall 
Je let your Children.know, ſaying, Iſrael came 
oder this Jordan on Dry "Land... Fur the Lord 
your God ed up the Waters of Jordan from 
| before. you, untill ye were Paſſed over; As the 
Lord your God did to the Red Sea, which 
He d EY a foe bu before us, untill we were 
at. all the Peojle of the Earth 
might know the Hand of the Lord, that it is 
AMoghty.; That ye mig Fear the Lord your 
God. for Ever. Chap. iv. from ver. 18. 
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withſtanding of all theſe Bjg-Words, ther 
was ſo Little in it! How con'd they have 


Believ d, or Receiv d a Book, as Truth, wick 
they Knew told the Matter ſo far Ocher⸗ = 


wiſe from what it Was! 


But as I ſaid, this Paſſage over Gorda ; 
which is here Compar'd to that of the 
Red-Sea, is free from all thoſe Cævils that 
are Made as to that of the Red-Sea. And is 
a further Atteſtation to it, being ſaid to be 


done in the ſame Manner as was that of the 
Red: Sea. 8 


Now, to Form our Argument, Let 5 
Us fu poſe, that ther never was any 

fick 155 * that Paſſage over Jordan. 

at theſe Stones at Gilgal were ſet up, 


upon ſome other Occaſion, in ſome af- 
ter Age. And then, That ſome De- 
ſigning Man Invented this Book of Joſhua, 


and ſaid, That it was wrote by Joſhua at 
that Time. And gave this Stonage at 


Gilgal for a Teſtimony of the Truth of it. 
Wou'd not Every bday fay to him, We 
know the Storage at Gilgal: But we never 
heard before of this Reaſon for it? Nor 
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ER while? And Where and "How came 
on, after ſo many Ages to Find it? 
ſides this Book tells Us, That this Paſſage 
over. Fordgn Was ordain'd to be Taught - 
our . Children, from Age to Age: And 
8 That they were to 1 Always 


Ftruked in the Meaning of that Stonage 5 


at Gilgal, as a Memorial of it. But we 
were never. "Taught. it, when we were 
Children; nor did Ever Teach our Children 
any ſuch thing. And it is not Likely, 
. cou'd have been Forgotten, while 1 
d Remarkable a Stonage did continue, 
: 5 5 was ſet up for that, and no other End 5 
And if, for the Reaſons before given, 
No ſuch Tories cou'd be put upon Us, 
as to the Stonage in Salisbury-Plain ; How 
| 2s leſs cou'd it be as to the Stonage 
Gi N | 
Wau if where we know not the 


Reaſon of a Bare Naked Monument, ſuch a 


Sham-Reaſon cannot be Impos'd; How: much 
More is it Impoſſible to Impoſe upon Us, 

in Actions and Obſervances which we Cele- 
har” in Memory of Particular Paſſages? 
How Impoſſible to make Us Forget thoſe 
Paſſages which we Daily Commenurate ; or 
and to Perſuade Us, That we had AL: 
ways Kept Such Tr#titutions in Memory of 


what we never. Heard of before: that 


is, That we Knew it, before we Knew 


it 3 And 
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This has been ſhew'd in the Firſ Place; 


| as to the Matters of Fact of Moſes. 


21. Therefore I come now (Secondly) to 
ſhew, That, as in the Matters of Fact of 
3 Moſes, ſo likewiſe, All theſe Four Marks 
do Meet in the Matters of Fact which 


are Recorded in the Goſpel, of our B. 


Saviour. And my work te will be the 
ſhorter, becauſe All that is ſaid before 


of Moſes and his Books, is every way as 


Applicable to Chriſt and His Goſpel. His 
works and Miracles are there ſaid to be 


done Publickly, in the Face of the World, 


as he rand t to his Accuſers, Iſpale Openly ; 
to the world, and in Secret have I ſaid no- 


thing, Joh. xviii. 20. It is told, AF. ii. 


41. that Three thouſand at one time; 


and, AF. iv. 4. that about Five Thou- 
ſand at another time were converted. 
upon Conviction of what themſelves had 


* 2 


ſeen, what had been done publickly be- 


fore their Eyes, wherein it was impoſſible 
to have Impos d upon them. Therefore 


here were the two firſt of the Rules be- 
Then 


ore mention d. 


An 3 $6" a. 1 wid b Ioipoſtbe for 
an Impoſition to be Put upon Us, even in 
Some ri 5 which have not All the 
. fore Mentioned: How much 
more Impoſſible is it, That any Deceit 
ſſmou'd be in that Thing, where All the 
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they were not inſtituted in i 
3 ts at the very time when. theſe things 
I” whe He ©. he done; and: Re ob- 
- - ſerr'd without Interruption, in 68, 
through the whole Chriſtian World, we =p 
all the way from that time to this. And 
Chriſt Himſelf did ordain Apoſtles, and o- 
Miniſters of His Gaſpel,. to Frith . 
and Admin iſter theſe · Sacraments; and to 
Govern His Church: And that Alwa „ &- 
ven unto. the End of the World. And ac- 
cordingly, they have Continu'd, by Regu- 
lar Succeſſion, to this Day: And, no 
Doubt, ever ſhall, while the Earth ſhall 
Final So that the ons, Clergy 
torious: a fatter of Fact, as t 
o Lev; among the Jemt. And And the 6%. 
pe is as 3 a Law to the Chriſt ian, 
8 the Books of Moſes to the Fews : nd 
it being Part of the Matters of Fact Re- 
lated; in the Goſpel, That ſuch an Order 
of Alen, were pc ee by Chriſt, and 
to Continue to the End of the World; con- 
ſequently, if the Goſpel was a Eiftion, and 
Invented | 9 it muſt be) in ſome Ages 
after Chrift; then, at that time, when it 
was firſt. nvented, ther cou'd be no ſuch 
Order of Cler e as De themſelves» 
from the 1 tution of cbriſt; which 


muſt 


hy 


8 muſt 2ife the He to the OY 15 and Be- | 
monſtrate the whole to be EM And the 
Matters of Fact of Chriſt being Preſs'd' to 

be True, no otherwiſe than as ther was, 


at that time (whenever the Deiſts will 


ſuppoſe the Goſpel to be For ed not on- 
iy Publick Sacraments of Chriſts Inſtitution, 
but an order of Clergy, likewiſe of His 


Appointment, to Adminiſter them: And 
it being Impoſlible ther cou'd be any ſuch 
things, beforę they were Vrvented, it is 


as in mpoſſible, that they ſhou'd be Receiv'd i 
| When {nvented. And therefore by what is 


faid above, it was. as impoſlible to have 


impos'd upon Mankind in this matter, 


by inventing of it in After-Ages, as at 


the time when thoſe things were Aid to 


be done. 


35 The Matters of Fact of Alalumer, or 
what is Fabled of the Heathen Deities, do 
all want ſome of the aforeſaid four Rules, 
whereby the Certainty of Matters of Fatt 
is demonſtrated, Firſt, for 2Mabomer, he 
| pretended to no Miracles, as he tells us 


in his Alcoran, c. 6. &c. and thoſe which 
are commonly told of him paſs among 
the "Mahometans themſelves but as Legen- 
dary Fabley; and, as ſuch are rejected by 


the Wiſe and Learned amongſt them; as 
the Legends of their Saints are in The | 
Church of Rome. See Dr. Prideauæ his Life 


75 Malomer, PAS 34- 


But 


Yet 
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are told of him, do all want the Two 


firſt Rules before mention'd. For his pre- 
' tended Converſe with the Aon; his 
Aeſra, or Night- journey from Mecca to 
Jeruſalem, and thence to Heaven, & c. 


were not perform'd before any body. 


We have only his own Word for them. 
And they are as Groundleſs as the De- 
luſtons of Fux or Muggleron amongſt our 


ſelves. The ſame is to be ſaid ( in the 


ſecond place) of the Fables of the Hea- 
then Gods, of Mercury's ſtealing Sheep, 


Jupiters turning himſelf into a Bull, and 
the like; beſides the Folly and Unwortby- 
_ neſs of ſuch ſenſeleſs . pretended Miracles. 


And moreover, the Wiſe among the Hea-, 


then did reckon no otherwiſe of theſe 


but as Fables, which had a A4ythologie, or 
Myſtical meaning in them, of which ſeve- 
ral of them have given us the Rationale, or 


Explication. 'And it is plain enough that 
Ovid meant no other by all his Meta- 
morphoſes. * 1 | "p42 


d true, the Heathit Deities had their | 
| Prieſts : They had likewiſe Feaſts, Games, 
and other Publick Inſtitutions in Memory 


of them. But all theſe want the Fourth 


Marl. viz, That . ſuch Prieſt-hood and 

_ Inſtitutions: ſhou'd Commence from the 

Time that ſuch Things as they Comme- 

morat, were ſaid to be done; — . 
41 they 
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ä they cannot Gras after 488 from: e 
Impaſture, by detecting it, at the time 


when firſt; I-vented, as hath been Argu'd 


before. But the \ Burchanalia and other 
Heathen | Feaſts were Inſtituted many Ages. 
after what was reported of theſe Gods 


was ſaid to be done, and therefore can 
be no Proof of 9 And the Prieſts of 


Bacchus, Apollo, & c. were not Ordained 
by theſe uppoſed God:. But were Ap- 
pointed * others, in after A es, only 


in Honour to them. And therefore theſe 


Orders of Prieſts arè no Evidence tote 
Truth of the Matters of Fact, which are 


| Reported of their G. being 
IV. Now to Apply what has been: fid, 
You may Challenge all the Deiſts in the 
World to ſhew any Action that is Fh 


lous, which has All the four Rules or2iMarks h 


before mention'd. No; it is Impoſſible. 
And (to Reſume a little what is ſpoke 


to before) the Hiſtories of Eæodue and ; 


the Goſpel cou'd never have been Receiv'd, 


if they had not been True; becauſe the 
Inſtitution of the Prieſthood of Levi, and 


of ' Ghriſt-: Of the Sabbath, the Paſshver, 
of Circumciſion, of \Baptiſm „ and. the Lord's 
Supper, &c. Are there Related, as De- 
ſcending all the way Down from thoſe 
times, 
full as Impoſſible. to Ferſuade Men that 


they had N carcumcis d, Baptiz d, had = 


Cir= 


without Interruption. .: And: it is 


We mY. 


1 ort Baptiz'd, 8 . 
| Celebrated Paſi-overs, Sabbaths, Se, 


c. under the Commigmne and Fe 
tration of a Certain Order of Prieſti, if 
they had done none of theſe things, as 
0 make —_ Believe that th -=_ 

N e through Sea, u ſeen 
3 e Dead Raiſed; e Be- 
5 Ha oof:theſe, it was Impoſſible that 
the Law, or the "Ovjpe cou'd have 
been Receiv'd: 
And the Troth of the Matters of Fatt 
- of Sevdorund the Goſpel, being no other- 
wiſe preſs d upon Men, "than as they have 
Tracid fack Publick | Inſtitutions ; it is 
_ Appealing to the Scuſes of Mankind for 
the Truth of them: And makes it im- 
poſſible for any to have Invented ſuch 
Stories in after Ages without à Palpable 
Detection of the Cheat when firſt Invent- 
ed; as Impoſſible as to have Impos d 
upon the Senſes of Mankind, at the time, 
when ſuch Publici Matters 1 _— 5 
faid ode done. F fine 


V. I to not ay thats every WV which 
wants theſt four Mas lt is Falſe : But that 
nothing. 8 . n Which bas "them 
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een many other Matters of 


Fact of Ancient times, the? we keop' 86 - 


3 Publick obſervances in Memory of them. 
Baut this ſhews that the Matters of Fact 
of Moſes and of Criſt liave come down 
to Us better Guarded than any other Mat 
ters of Fact how- True ſoe ver 
And yet dur Deifts, who would 125 
any man out of the World, as an 1 
tional Brute, that ſhould offer to 
Ceſar or Alexander, Fibu or Virgil 
their Publick Works aud MiPons | 3 do, at 
the ſame time, value themſelves as the 


only Men of Wit and Senſeg ef Free, Ge- 


nerbuc, and UnbyaSt . een for Midi- 


cling the Hiſtories of *25/o# and Gif, 


that are Infinitely better Atteſted, and 
Gaurded Wirk ö Agile Muro, which 
the ebe ne 


; So 
770 « . | TS 437 NN 85 $i ks 7 * na 2 4 . Wy 24 8 


VI. Beſides that the Importance of 


758 the ſubject won d oblige All Men to In? 


quire more narrowly into the one than 
the other: For what Conſequence is ig 
to me, or to the World, whether there 
was ſuch a Man as C, zyrhether he 
Beat or wWas Beaten at Plan ſalia, whe- 
ther Homer or Virgil wrote ſuch! 

ind whether what is Related in th 


Haus or rad, be Nies or Kade? k 15 


not TW] .·—ð petice up or down to any 
17 01 | Nan 
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Narrowly.; and find out the — 

any ſuch cod be found: For it: concern 4 
them . Nearly; and Was of 1 the laſt Impor- 
FARCE - to them. N e OM. 18 NN Ts 
Hor anreaſonable then is it to Re» 
theſe Matters of Fut, So Sifted, ſo 
nd, and ſo Arreſted. as no other 
Matters of Fat in the World ever were; 
and yet to think it the moſt Highly, Dr: 
reaſonable, even to Madneſs, to Deny 
qther Matters, of Fact, which have not the 
thouſand ark of Oo 6 idence, and 


ther Tow 98 Falſe! 01 119440 575 
97 0 13; IA 1 9 | 
VII. Ther are CLE era geh 
N the. Truth. 
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out force of Arms, Learning, Oratory, or 


any one viſible thing that could Recom- 
mend them! And to Impoſe a Doftrine 
quite oppoſite. to the Luſts and Pleaſures . 

of Men, and all worldly "Advantages, or Eve 

is in ary Age of ſo Great 


Se | 


_ Joyments | And th 

_ Learning and Sagacity as that wherein the 
Goſpel was firſt Preach'dJ] That theſe Apo- 

files ſhould not only undergo all the Sc 

and Contempt, but the ſevereſt Perſecutions 
and moſt Cruel Deaths that could be in- 
flicted, in Atteſtation to what themſelves 
knew to be a mere Deceit, and Forgery. of 
their own Contriving! ſome have ſuffer'd 
for Errors, which they. thought. to. be 
2. But never any for what themſelves 

em to be Lyes. And the Apoſtles mult 


— * 


„ * 


know what they taught to be Hes, if it 
Was fo, becauſe they ſpoke of thoſ things, 
which they ſaid, they had both ſeen and g . _ 
1 | r l r 4 | | - C- 4 ACt.iv.204 
heard, had  Jooked upon, and: handled with, Joh. 1. 1. 
CC 
Neither can it be ſaid, that they, per- 
haps, might have Propos'd ſome Tem- 4 
miſs d of them, and met with Sufferings 
inſtead of them: For, if it had been ſo, 
it is more than Probable, that when hei 
ſaw their Diſappointment, they would — 
241 2 46 988 5 D R | have | 1 
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ed HY hee or 0, - 
their Lind, 1 5 ger Great "Rewards for 
doing of it. at not one of them 
| 14 ever have deen brought to do 


444 T7 a: 
But this is not all. For. they tell us, 


| that their Maſter bid them expect nothing 


but Safer ings in this World. This is the 
Tenure of all that Goſpel which they 
taught. And they told the fame to All 


whom they Converted. So that here was- 


no. Diſappointment _ | 

For all that were Converted by them, 
were Cynverted upon the certain Exyeta: 
tion of Sufferings,. and bidden Prepare for 
it. Chriſt commanded his Diſciples to take 
up their 6% Daily and Fotlow Him: 


And told them, that in the world they 
' ſhould have 7 ribulacinn © That whoever did 


not Forſake Father, Mother, Wife, Children, 
Laxds, and their very Lives,. could not be 


huis Diſciples That he who ſought to ſave. 
5. Life in this World, ſhould ' boſe it in 
; The next. _ 


Now that this Deſpisd Doftrine of | 


the Crofs ſhould” [Prevail ſo Vniverſaly 8 


againſt the Alurtments of Fleſh and Blood, 


and all the 1 of this world : 
againſt the Rape 9 5 Perſecution of all ol 


Kin: and Powers of the Earth, mu 


ſhew. 1 its Original 5 be Divint ; ; and its 
Pro- 


Rhetorick overcome . > diſarm Ty- 


' rants; and ſubdue ER WIS: Gnu 


tien! 38 3p 


i} 4 + ute 4 


ung 


VIII. e may 1 d bo al. . the 


Teſtimonies of 1 0 . bitter Enemies 


and Perſecutors of Chriſtianity, both 1 


and Gentiles, to the Truth of the Matter 


of Fact of dit, ſuch⸗ as. Joſephus and Tacitus; 3 
of which the firſt floriſh'd about farty Years 
Tt the Death of Cort, and the other 247 
hou Jer T9 Years after: So that they wer Wer 
capable of Examining into the 7 ruth, and 
wanted not Prejudice and Malice ſufficient to 
have Inclin'd pry to deny the Matter 7 


F 


_ Fatt it ſelf of Chri : But cheir Confeſſi 11 172 


it as likewiſe Lician,Celſus,Porphyry,and 

an the Apoſtate; the Mabometans lince, and all 
other Enemies of Chriſtanity that have Ari- 
ſen in the World, is an. Undeniable 
| 55 00 to the Tru of the Autter 
Fae TW 19773 : PEE LEO AS | 8 01 


I. But ther TT 45 gument 00 
ſtrong and Cobvincing,..t an Even, t 
Matter I Fact. More than the Gertal X 
what JI ſee with my Eyes. e hol 

Apoſtle Peter cad Aa More ſure | gitar 
| bs, Proof than what he Saw and Herd 
w . e hen 7 15 e . 
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\þ 4 Apoſtles: For having Repeated that Paſſage 
1 . "a Proof of that be they were Fe i 
Ee  Wimeſſes and Hedrd the Voice from Heaven 
giving Atteſtation to-our Lord 1 2. 
Pet. 14 16, 17, 18. He ſays ver. 19. We 
have alſo a Mare Tire word of Propheſi, for 
the Proof of this e being the Meſſiah, - 
that is, The Prophefies which had gone be- 
fore of Him, from the Beginning of the 
W orld; and Al Exactly FulfilPd in Hm. 
| Men may Diſpute an 4 fiay or De- 
Tufron upon our Outward Senſen. But how | 
- thatcah be Falſe, which has been ſo Long, even 
= Hor the Beginning of the World, and fo 
Often, by All the Prophers, in ſeveral Apes, 
Pore Told; How can this be an e, 
or a Forgery ? ? 
This rs Particularly In ted on, in the 
| Hethod with the Jews.” N even the Deiſts 
muſt Confeſs, That that Book we call he 
Old Teftgment was in being, in the hands 
of the Fews long before our Saviour came 
into the World. And .if they will be at 
the Pains to Compare the Pro opheſies that 
ate there of the Meſſiah, with the Ful- 
Ailing: of them, as to Timt, Place, and all 
other Grenmſtances, in the Perſon; Birth, Life, 
Daub "Reſurrettion and Aſcenſion of our B. 
Saubur, will find this Proof 6/54 our Apo- 
8 here calls it 4 Light ſhining in a Dark 
F ae the Day dawn, and the 'Day- tar 
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ariſe in your Hearts, Which God grant. 
Ils no Poſſibility, of Deceit or Impoſture. 


Old Fropbeſies (and all ſo Agreeing) 
cou d not have been Contriv'd to Coun- 


tenance a New Cheat: And nothing cou d 


be a Cheat, that cou'd Fulfill all, theſe. 
For this therefore Ireferr the Deiſts to 


7 


the Method with the Jemwm. 
Il deſire them likewiſe to look there Se. 


XI. And conſider the Propheſies given ſo- 
long ago, of which they ſee the Fulfilling 


at this Day, with their own Eyes, of the 
State of the Jews, for many Ages Paſt, 
and at Preſeut; without a Xing, or Prieſt, 
or Temple, or Sacrifice, Scattered to the 
four Winds, Sifted, as with a Sive, among 
all Nations: yet Preſerv'd, and Always ſo 
to be, a Diſtinct People from all others of 


the Whole Earth. Whereas thoſe Mighty 


Monarchies which Oppreſſed the Jews, and 


which Commanded the World, in their 
Turns; And had the Greateſt Humane Pro- 


ſpect of Perpetuity, were to be Extin- 
guiſhed, as they have been, even that their 
Names ſhou'd be Blotted out from under 
Heaven. „ | 


As likewiſe, That as Remarkable of our : 


B. Saviour, concerning the Preſervation and 


Progreſs. of the Chriſtian Church, when in her 


| Swadling Cloaths, Conſiſting only of à Fe 
poor Fiſher-Mer. Not by the Sword,as that 
of Mahomet, but under all the Perſecution of 
mr: "WS - Men 
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© " 'Bititho? Loffer theſe) as bt tobe Sizht- | 


e 'by the Dez, to which they can Thew 
thing Equal in -all Prophane Hiſtory; 
And in which it is Impoſſible any Cheat 
can lie: Vet I put them not upon the ſame 
foot as the Propheſies before Mentioned 
of the Marks and Conmg of the Meſſiah, 
Which have been ſince the World Began. 

And that General ExpeRation of the 
hole Earth, at the Time of His Coming, 
Inſiſted upon in the Method with the Fews, 
See: V. Is Greatly to be Notic'd. 5 
; But I ſay the foregoing Propheſies of. our 
Saviour, are ſo ſtrong a Proof, as even Ni. 
ricles wou'd not be Sufficient to Break 
their Authority. 

1 mean; if it were Poſſible that a Ti Fae 
Ms racle cou d be Wrought, i in Contradiction 
to them. For that wou'd be for God to 


 Contradift. Himſelf. 
But no Sign or Wonder that o Poſ. 


ſibly be Solv'd, ſhou'd Shake this- Exi- 
dence. _ 

It is this that keeps the Jews in their 
Obſtancy. Tho? they Cannot Deny / the 
Matters "of Fact done by our B. Saviour, to 
be Truly Miracles, if ſo done as Said. 
Nor can they Deny that they were ſo 
Done; beeadſe they have All the Four Marks 
efore' ee Yet they cannot yield! 
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1 in Contradiftion to the Lam. Which if | 
it were, the Conſequence” wou'd be Un- 

avoidable, That Both cou'd not be Trae. 
To ſolve this, is the buſineſs of the Method 
with the Jews. But the Contr adiftion which 
they ſuppoſe, is ,in their Comments that 
they put upon the Law; Eſpecially they 
Expect a Literal Fulfilling of thoſe Pro- 
miſes of the Reſturation of . Feruſalem, and 
outward Glories of the Church, of which 
ther is ſuch Frequent Mention in the 
Books of Moſes, the Pſalms, and all the 
Prophets. And many Chriſtians do Expect 
the ſame. And take thoſe Texts, as Lite- 


5 rally as the Jews do. We do Believe and 


Pray for the Converſion of the Fews. For 
this End they have been ſo Miraculouſly 
Preſery'd, according to the Propheſies fo 
long before of it. And when that Time 
ſhall Come, as they are the moſt Homaura- 
ble and lend of All the Nations on the 
- Earth, ſo will their Church Return to be 
the Mather Chriſtian Church h, as ſhe was at 
Firſt ; And Rome muſt Surrender to Feru- 

alem. Then all Nations will Flow, thither. 
And even Exehiels Temple may be Literally 
Built There, in the Metropolis of the whole 

Earth; which Feruſalem muſt be, when the 
Fullneſs of the Gentiles, ſhall: Meet with the 
Converſion of the Jews. For no Nation will 


| ks Contend with the Jews; Nor Church 
8 4 | with 
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Vill be Ambitious to a thei Originat 


om the Jews, whoſe are. the Farhers, and 
om whom, 28 Concerning the Fleſh, Ge | 


. will be Fulfil'd that outward Gran- 


Reſturation of e Jems and of Jer 


Bare, 3 they Expect Purſuant to. che 7 


Wt 


che. 
hey pretend not that this is Limited 


to any Particular Time of the Reign of the 


5 19 1 A are ſure it. will not be at 


for they Expect to go 


ira 2 5 Gar and Tryals with their 
| 55 ah (as the Chriſtian Church has done) 


ore his Final Congueſt,and that they Come 
5 Reign with Him. So that this is n 


[ Obſtruction to their Embracing of Chriſti- 


anity. They ſe the fame 19 Fulfill'd in 
us, W which they Expect to Themſelves: 
pect the r things They ö 


wb tell this. to the Deiſts, leſt they may 
think That the Jews have ſome ſtronger 


Arguments than they know of; That they 
are. not Perſuaded by the Miracles of our 


B. $aviour,and. by the Fyllfilling, of All the 


9 ra t af were Ma i Concern- 


ing th 9 
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And if this 1. Lofficieat t to gan 
. it is much more ſo to a Deiſt, Who 
Labours not under theſe Objeclion. 

Beſids, I wou'd not Bay to Claſh with 
- That (ina ſound ſenſe) Reaſonable Caution 
us'd by Chrifian writers not to Put the 
Iſſue of the Truth wholy upon | Miracles, 
without this Addition, when not. done in 
Contradiction to the Revelations A lready * 
ven in the Hbly Scriptures, _ 

And they do it upon this Conſi dera- 
tion, That tho it is impoſſible to Sup- 
poſe, that God won d work a Real A. 
racle in Contradiction to what He has Al- 
ready Reveal d: Yet, Men may be Impos'd 
upon by Falſe and Seeming Miracles and 
Pfetended Revelations (as ther are Many 
Examples, eſpecially in the Church of Rome) 
And ſo may be Shaken in the Faith, if 
they keep not to the * Scriptures as their 

E. 

We are told 11. Theſſ. 11. 9. of Him 
| whoſe Coming is after the M orking of Satan, 
with all Power, and Signs, and Lying-Won- 
ders. And Rev. xiii. 14. xvi 14. and xix. 
20. Of the Devil and Falſe-Prophers work. 
ing Miracles. But the word in all theſe 

laces is only Znutz, Signs that is as 
it is Render d Math. xxiv. 24. which 
he ſometimes it may be us'd to Signi- 
e Real Miracles, Yet not Always, not in 


theſe 1 FINES For Sa every Miracle = 4 = 
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41 is not a Nfiracle. as: | 
X. Here it may be wy ra bo Confer 


a Common Topick of the Deiſts, "who when N 


They are not Able fo ſtand out againſt 
the "Evidence of Fact, that ſuch and ſuch 
Miracles have been done: : When Turn a- 
bout and Dem ſuch things to be 14:- 
racles. At leaſt, That we can never be 
Sure whether any Wonderful thing that is 
8 to us be a True or a Falſe Miracle. 

And the Great Argument they go up- 
on is this. That a Miracle being that 
which Exceeds the Power of Nature: We 
cannot know what Exceeds it, unleſs 
we knew the Utmoſt Extent of the 
Power of Nature: And no Man Pretends 
to know that: Threfore that no Man can 

Certamly know whether Any Event be Mi- 
raculous. And Conſequently he may be 
Cheated in his Judgment betw-ixt True and 
Falſe- Miracle. 

To which I Anſwer. That Men may 
be ſo Cheated. And ther are many Ex. 
amples of it. 

But that tho' we may fot always Know 
when we are Cheated: Yet we can Certainly 
tell, in- many Caſes, When, we are not 
8 Cheated. Si er a ere 

For tho? we d0 not In the utmoſt Ex: 
tent of the Power of Nature,perhaps, in Any 
Ore thing: Ye et it do's not follow, that 

(SO: Fl we 


of 
WY. | 
* 


* "EBT. 
ve Konw not the Naureof. any Fiſh: 
ſome Meaſure ; And that Certainly too. For 
Example, tho 1 do not know the utmoſt Ex- 
tent of the Power of Fire : Yet 1 Certainly 
know, Thatit is the Nature of Fire to Burg. 
Andthat when Proper Fewel is Adminiſter- 
ed to it, it is Contrary to the Nature of 
Fire not to Conſume it. Therefore if I ſee 
Three Men taken off the Street, in their 
Common wearing Apparel, and without 
any Preparation, Caſt into the Mid'ſt of a 
Burning Firey Furnace: And that the Hame 
was ſo Fierce that it Burnt up thoſe Men 
that Threw' them in: And yet that theſe 
who were Thrown in ſhou'd Walk up 
and down in the Bottom of the Furnace, 
And I ſhou'd ſee a Fourth Perſon with them 
of- Glorious Appearance, like the Son of 
God. And that theſe Men ſhou'd come up 
again out of the Furnace, without any Harm, 
or ſo much as the Smell of Fire upon 
_ themſelves or their Cloaths ; I cou'd not be 
| Deceiv'd in thinking that ther was a ſtop 
put to the Nature of Fire, as to theſe Men; 
And that it had its Effect upon the Men 
whom it Burned, at the ſame Time. 
Again, Tho 1 cannot tell how Wonder- 
ful and Suddain an  Encreaſe of Corn might 
be Produc'd by the Concurence af many 
Cauſes, as a Warm Climate, the Fertility of 
the Soil &c. Vet this I can Certainly know, 


That ther 1 is not that Nau Force in the 
| Breath 
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one ſmall Loaf of Breud, ſo Faſt, in the 


_ - Breaking of it, as Truely and Really, not on- 
ly in Appearance and ſhew to the Eye, but to 


Fill the Bellies of ſeveral Thouſand Hungry 


Perſont; And that the Fragments ſhou'd be 


much More than the Bread was at Firſt. 


the Dead, Cure Diſeaſes &c. 


Therefore, tho? we know not the Utmoſt - 
Extent of the Power of Nature: Yet we 


can Certainly know what is Contrary to the 


Nature of Several ſuch things as we do 
And therefore, tho we may be Cheated 


* 4 


and Impos'd upon in many Seeming-Miracles 


and Wonders: Yet ther are Some things, 
wherein we May be Certain. gt 
But further, the Deifts Acknowlege a 
God, of an Almighty Power, who Made All 
Vet they wou'd put it out of His Po- 


wer, to Make any Revelation of His will to 
Mankind. For, if we cannot be Certain of 


any Miracle, How ſhou'd we know when 


| God ſent any thing Extraordinary to us? 
Na, How ſhou'd We know the Ordinary 


Power of Nature, if we knew not what Ex- 
ceededit? If we know not what is Natu- 


ral, How do we know ther is ſuch a thing 


as. Nature? That all is not Supernatural, All 


"2 


- WY * yvaununw 5 Yy 


to Dowürigbt Seeprifcfos! yer Doubt 5 


the Certainty of our Outward Senſes whether 
we See, Hear, or Feel! or All be not a . 5 


raculous Illuſion! 


Which becauſe 1 know the: . Deiſts 


are not Inclin'd to do, therefore I will Re- 
turn to Purſue my Argument upon the 
Conviction of our Outward Senſes. Deſiring | 


only this, That they wou'd Allow the 
Senſes of other Men to be as Certain as their 
own. Which they cannot Refuſe, ſince 
withour this, they can have no Keen of 


ſhear Own. 


45 Therefore Ws what has been fd, | 


the Cauſe is Summ'd up Shortly in this, 


That tho“ we cannot See what was done 
before our Time, yet by the Maris which 


T have laid down concerning the Certainey 


of Matters of Fact done before our Time, we 


may be as much Aſſur d of the Truth of em 


as if we ſaw them with our Eyes; becauſe 


whatever Matter of Fact has all the Four 
Marks before mention'd, could never have 
| been- Invented and Receiv d but upon the 
_ Conviction of the outward Senſes of all thoſe 


who did Keceive it, as before is Demonſtrat- 
ed. And therefore this Topick which I have 


Choſen, does ſtand upon the Conviction even 
of Mens outward Senſes. And ſince you 
have Confin'd me to one Topick, I have not 


Inſiſted upon the __ which [ have only 


n u XI. 
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KI. And now it nes upon Ache . Det if 
the y wou d appear as Men of Reaſon, to ſhew 
| Faw Matter of Fact of former Ages, which 
they allow to be True, that has greater Evi- 
 dences of its Frath, than the Matters of Fatt 
of Moſes and of christ: : Otherwiſe they can- 
not, with any ſhew of Reaſon, Reject the one 
and 255 Admit of the other.. 

But, I have given them Greater Latitude 
than this, for I have ſhewn ſuch Marbs of 
the Truth of the Matters of Fact of Moſes and 
of Chriſt, as no other Matters of Fact of thoſe 
Times, howeyer True, have but theſe only: 
And I put it upon them to ſhew any 2 
that has Al theſe Marks. - - 5 

This is a ſhort J/e. Keep them cloſe to 
this. This Determins the Cauſe All at 
Once. ELLE 1 
Let them Produce their Anni were. 
whoſe Life was put into Engliſh by the Exe- 


crable * Charles Blount and 2 d with >the 
. 7905 
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* The Hand Lof mn Scorner, 5 wg ade wid 
outragious Blaſphemy againſt bis Maker, ibe Divine 
Vengeanee has made his own Executioner. Which I 
wou d not have mentioned ( becauſe the like Jud gment 

bas befall n others ) but that the Theiſtical Clubb, habe 
ſer this up as 4 Principle; and primed 4 Vindication 
ef this ſame Blount for Murdering of Himſelf ; by "ny 

| of Fuſt ification of Self. Murder. Wbich ſome of. them 
bave fince, as well as Formerly, Horridiy. Practis a 


upon * * fis 1 is no Common Fudg- 
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the wit cho Malice he was Miſter 1 to the 
Ie and Mirae les of our. "Bleſſed Sa. 


vous 0 


the Church of Rome, thoſe Pious Cheats, the 
5 ſoreſt Diferaces of Chriſtianity : „and Which 
| have bid the faireſt, of any one Contrivance, 
to overturn the Certainty of the Miracles 755 
Cyriſt and his A poſtles and whole Truth. of 
| the Goſpel ; by putting them All upon the 
fame Foot; at leaſt, they are ſo Underſtood 
by the Generality of their.. Devoroes, tho 
hy, and Laugh d at by the Learned, and 
Was of Senſe among them. . 
Ley, they Pick 11 Chooſe the moſt 
Prob le of all the Fables of the Heathen. 
Dieties; and ſee if they can find in any of 
theſe the four Marks before Mention'd. 
Other wiſe let them ſnbmit to the Irrefra- 
_ gable Certainty 'of the Chriſtian Religion. 8 
XII. But if, notwithſtanding of all that 
is laid, the Deiſts will {till contend, That 
All this is but Preif#-Craft, the Invention 
of Preiſts, for their own Profit, Cc. Then 
THF: will give. us an Idea a of vage, K Dif- 
275 Kot erent. 
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ment 0 hich 5 are — As But a wal ble Mark {er 
7 0 them, to by how far God has. Forſaken tbem: 
das 4 Caution to a Chriſtians, 10 Beware of 
them; and not to come near the Tents of theſe Wick. 
ed Men, leſt they Peri in their mann, both FE. 


Soul we Fo 
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Let them "rakb Aid from all the Legends in - 


r 


d ee e farend; Far ths, | 
wwe muſt look ypon Theſe Priefts, not only 
as'the Cumin ag — Wiſe of Mankind; 
but we ſhall be tempted to Adore them * 1 
2424s Deitiet, who 23 ſuch Power as to 
S Tmpoſe, at their Pleaſure, upon the Senſes 
3 of Mankind, to make Nec believe, that | 
„„ | amd Practisꝰd ſuch” Publick Iſticurions, 
.-  _ - Enacted them by Laws, taught them to 
their Children, &c. When they had never 
doe any of theſe things, or ever ſo {| 
_ mych as heard of them before ; And then, 
upon the Credit of their Believing that 
they had done ſuch things as they neyer 
did, — make them further Believe, upon 
| the f ame Foundation, whatever they pleas'd 
ten upon them as to Former Ages; 
— ray, ch a Power as this muſt Exceed All 
that is Human 2 and. conſequently make Us 
- Rank theſe Priefts far. above the Con- 
5 dition of Mortal. : 
2. Nay, this were to make chem out- do 
all that has ever been Related of the 
Infernal Pawers : For tho? their Legerdemaine 
las extended to Decieve ſome Unwary Be- 
| holders; and their Power of working 
ſdmeſceming Miracles has been great, yet 
it never Reach'd, nor ever was ſupposed 
to Reach ſo far as to Deceive the enſes 
of all Mankind, in Matters of ſuch Publick 


and Notorious Nature as Dose of which 
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. Tan or og 22 en 5 
3. And as this Exceeds. all the Power © 


Hell and Devils, b lit more than ever God: = 


T4 has done ſince the Found ALON f 

8 . | None of the Miracles that H 5 
bas ſhewn,. or Belief which He has Requir* 

1 8. any ching that He Has Event , b 
155 er Cöntradicted the outward Senſes of any 
"one Man in the World, much leſs of All 

Mankind together. For Miracles rÞ- 

Dpeals to our . ontward Senſes, if "they 


1 . "Senſes, muſt deſtroy, with it; all 
"I their own Cert ainty, as to Us; ſince we 
have no other way co Judge of # Miracle 
x Exhibited to our Senſes, than up n the ſup- 
__ n of th} Ceran of our Senſes, 
upon, which we give Credit to a Airacie, 
8 [45 ſhewn to our Senſes. _ 
4. This, by the way, is yet tocinfverd - 
3 Arzilinent againſt the Miracle of Trans-ſub- 
fart iation: And ſhews the weakneſs of "4 
-F ( fence Ich: the. Church of Rome. 
för it, * from whom the Socinians have 
lick it up, and, of late, have Glory d 
Vim in it amongſt = ) That, the * 
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.. fr of the Tight or. Incarnarian ef 1 
A | ſeeming Abſurdities as that | i 
 _ ſeantiation;ForIwou'd ask, 1 
SBenſes it is which N . 
5 or dre nenen dd Zonrr 40 i "1 
| , Feeling, e's 1 
. ſtanti ation dos 
4 ſe 3 the ce of Prieſts; and 
4) | i * makes their 
A. „ than that of 
1 Angels; "or Der | 5 5 
ever yet ſhew'de or | 
Q +: E and In * | 


: wit run into e | 


Aoſes and Criſt, - is mul 


. Aſtoniſhing ks „ 
del of Thom, | | 
| So that theſe Men, 5 

5 i les are now. g 80 to * * 1 

the Greateſt of All, how the Senſes of Man-. 


* 


kind cou d de Impos d oo in ſuch Pablich 


ey 


And how. then can they ; make the Priest = 


müde Thim the 9 
ww of Mirarles! 
7 XV. 5 üb ihce ils Dei 5 OW men 10% 
"1 Foe and Reaſon!) have ſo File. and Mean an 
a of the Prieſts of all Rel giont, why do 
they not Recover the werſd out of the 
7 Poſeſſion and» Government of ſuch Blockbeads t 
hy do 1 2 ſuffer Kings and States to be led 
oy, Them]! To Eſtablim their '-Deceirs b 
c 55 and Inflict Penalties upon the Opp. 
on 1 Wet the Deiſts try their hands! 
[yy book have been Trying; and are now; very 
Buſie abput it. And free Liberty they have. 
- Yet have they not PrevaiP'd. Nor. ever yet 
: ra Prevail i in any Giviliz/d or Generous — 
And tho? they have ſome Irroads 
the Horentote, and ſome other the 
"Moſt Brutal Part of Manking, yet are they 
ſtill Exploded, and Prieſts have and do Pre- 
Dail againſt them, among not only the 
| Greateſt but Beſt Part of the World; and tbe 
2 * 50 kene dor nen ee, and 
„ ns | INF N „ 85 13 


A XVI. For Nos the. Devil do's Ape God, 11 
5 His Inſtitutions of Religion, His Feaſts, S 
fers, Ste So likewiſe in His Prieſts. Without 
whom, no KRelzgion, whether True or Falſe, 
can ſtand. Falſe Religion is but a Corrup- 
tion of the True. The True was before it; 


tho it be followed cloſe upon the n 
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» MM A Then de ade AG | is Elder than 
_— 1 Hiſtory Extant in the Heathen World. 
=: The Heathens, in Imitation of Him, | reren 
e to their Revelations; But 1 
"|  '\ "havegivet thofe Marks Which Diſtin 7 iſh | 
_ =} them from the True; None of them harre 
F - . thoſe Four Marks before mention d. 
. k- "Now the £ Dei 5 think all Revelations tobe 
3 egdaliy Pretendedy' and a Cheat; and the 
3 © Prieſts of all Religions to be the ſame Con- 
—_ * trier, and Fuglers ; and therefore they 4 
link War Equally againſt All--And are 
equally Engag d to bear the brunt of All. 
| 5 if the Conteſt be only betwixt the 
8 5 , and the Priefts, which of them are 
1 rH of the Greateſt Pt and Senſe, let 
1 : the Effect determine it; and let the Deifts 
"ao Field the Very to their n by 
| 8 their own Con E TONTE All e Mien 1 
before them. Ne NR 
XVII. If the D Dei lay, tigt this i8beclue 
* Al the World are Blockbeads, as well as 
=..." = _ theſe Prieſts who. Govern them; that All 
* .. +. are Bloctheadi except the Deifts, who Vote 
| _themſtlves only to be Men of Senſe This 
cCcoeſides the Modeſty of it!) will ſpoil their 
Ec) Great and BelovedTopick, in behalf of what 
| «x7 Religion, againſt the Re- 
Appealing to the A 
© Revelation; think this to be ſufficient for all 
WS” - _ rhe Uſes of Men, here, or | reafter (if there 5 
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be FO 0 ald thertfre ae 20 
here is no uſe of Revelation; this Common - | 
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